THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

the priestly caste and then switched off in the direction
of a legal career, Jehan Calvin (or Chauvin) had at the
age of twenty-four to flee from France to Basle, owing to
his advocacy of Lutheran doctrines.

Most refugees forfeit their internal energies when they
leave their homeland, but to Calvin what happened in
this respect proved advantageous. At Basle, where two
of the main roads of Europe crossed one another, and
where the various forms of Protestantism encountered
and conflicted with one another, Calvin, having enor-
mous insight and being a profound logician, recognized
the weighty significance of the hour. More and ever
more radical theses had split away from the core of
evangelical doctrine; pantheists and atheists, enthusiasts
and zealots, were beginning to dechristianize and to
superchristianize Protestantism. The dreadful tragi-
comedy of the Anabaptists of Miinster had already come
to a bloody and awesome close; the Reformation was in
danger of breaking up into separate sects, and of becom-
ing national instead of establishing itself as a universal
power like its counterpart, the Roman Church. With
the self-confidence of an inspired prophet, this man of
twenty-five immediately realized what steps must be
taken to prevent such a split in the reformed faith. The
new doctrine must be spiritually crystallized in a book, a
schema, a programme; the creative principles of evan-
gelical dogma needed to be formulated. Aglow with the
courage of youth, Calvin, an unknown jurist and
theologian, recognized these necessities from the first.
While the accepted leaders were still disputing about
details, he looked resolutely towards the whole, produc-
ing in a year his Institutio religionis Christianae (1535), the
first publication to contain the principles of evangelical
doctrine, so that it became the primer and guide-book,
the canonical work of Protestantism.
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